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Abstract

A photo monocle collection, kept at the bottom of a dusty drawer of a dweller of the
Aglomerado da Serra’, mesmerized artist Guilherme Cunha back in 2015. The rescue of the
negative photo archives from photographers Jodo Mendes and Afonso Pimenta, who live and
work in that urban non-planned settlement, triggered Cunha’s curation for the project Retratista
do Morro. With a Yashica Mat and a Kadak Instamatic, Mendes and Pimenta have registered
photos for documents, portraits for school graduation, weddings, carnival, and even dead
people. This kind of iconography may seem unconventional for museum curators, but they
indeed transmediate an universe that the average Brazilian identifies with, as a sort of collective
memory imaginary.

In times of smartphone selfies, what has the project Retratistas do Morro to do with the
theme of this conference? To start with, the processes involved in the rescue and reproduction
of the negatives which has used innovative digital methodology. Created by the team led by
Cunha, the methodology of modular system, storage and distribution aims at dealing with image
hypercomplexity in a way that it is neither only about the image nor only about memory, but
about another symbolic entity coined as “imagememory” by the team. Besides, there has been
unpredicted transmediation unfoldings of the project, such as a freestyle rap battle. For this talk,
I will present how the “imagememory” digitalization methodology enabled the preservation of
affective memories with focus on the photos which depict people in their non-planned dwellings

at Aglomerado da Serra.
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! The largest slum in Belo Horizonte, capital city of state of Minas Gerais, Brazil, Aglomerado da Serra emerged
in the end of the 19 century.
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