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Abstract

Autism, ADHD, ADD, and their sister-conditions are enjoying a crucial stage in our time, as a
shift of discourse is happening from years of pathologizing these statuses as mental disorders,
to recognizing them as ‘neurodivergence’, aka differences in ways of thinking and being. The
advent of digital media and emergence of social networks have had a significant role in this
shift by providing unprecedented opportunities for knowledge production on neurodiversity and
neurodivergence; spaces of community formation for neurodivergent people; and new tools that
can better accommodate non-conventional communication styles.

In this paper, I will analyze examples of alternative ways of sensing and sense-making in
neurodivergent experiences. My presentation demonstrates how the intensified multimodality
of communication and the intermedial dynamics of social media and online platforms have
transformed and enhanced knowledge production about neurodiversity. Furthermore, I will
discuss how the potentials of digital and social media have been employed by neurodivergent
people to represent their lived experiences, shape networked selves, and form communities for
interaction and activism.

With this paper, 1 aim to argue for the mutual fruitfulness of establishing a dialogue
between neurodiversity studies and studies on intermediality and multimodality of media. Such
discussion, I argue, has social, political, and theoretical benefits for both sides of the dialogue
by bringing together the normative and the non-normative and opening new windows for

scientific inquiry about human communication.
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the dynamics and politics of difference and diversity in intermedial and intercultural
communication. More specifically, she studies artistic and non-artistic media production and
communication in contexts of migration, political repression, and neurodivergence, with a focus
on memory and activism. She works on a diverse range of media and media practices including
comics, social media, adaptation, literary narratives, and autobiographies. Her recent
publications include the anthology Truth Claims across Media (Palgrave, 2024), co-edited with
Beate Schirrmacher; "Cameras, Pencils, Traumas: Drawn Images in and as Documentary
Practice." in Truth Claims Across Media (Palgrave 2024), and “Media between
Media: ‘Making-of’s and the Hidden Faces of Film Adaptation” (European Review, 2023).
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